
Common FAFSA Mistakes 
 

● Make sure you write down your password and your PIN number.  They are two different numbers and 
do two different things.  Your password allows you to access your FAFSA, your PIN acts as your unique 
electronic signature.  Write them down and mark which one is which. 
 
● Do not forget to state your 
gender.  If you are a female and do 
not state you are, the government 
says you can't get financial aid until 
you sign up for the draft. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
● Be careful when completing 
the section on what 
degree/certificate you will be 
working on.  Students who say they 
are working on a second bachelor’s 
degree or a graduate/professional 
are not eligible for any Federal Pell 
grants.  Only select these options if 
you really have a four year college 
degree. 
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